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Second in a 

series on 

Sh el ton's debate 

to go smoke-free 

By Julie Shukia 
Staff Writer 



Recently, the Alabama 
Clean Indoor Air Act took 
effect providing "civil fines of 
$50 for proprietors of places 
where smoking is illegally 
allowed and $25 for the 
smokers themselves." accord- 
ing to an article from the 
Tuscaloosa News. 

The article suggested that 
the new law is intended to 
reduce smoking in public 
places such as schools, hospi- 
tals, retail businesses, and 
other various places. This is 
the reason Snellen State in 
particular is becoming stricter 
on their smoking policy; per- 
haps they eventually hope to 
have a smoke-free campus 
altogether. 

This of course will be a 

See Smoke-free 
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Steel yourself for. 





By Susan Mohun 

Assistant Dean 
of Students 

The announcement 
of the inaugural mas- 
cot trv-out and Name- 
the -Mascot contest 
met with much enthu- 
siasm from the student 
body. 

Five students 

signed up to go 
through the interview 
and try-out process in 
hopes of being selected 
as our first mascot and 
approximately 25 
names were submitted 
to the Courier for con- 
sideration in the nam- 
ing contest. 

From those 25, 
three choices were 
given for a vote and the 
overwhelming choice 
of the students was 
Captain Buckingham; 
it seems he will be 



known as Captain Buc 
for short. Stephanie 
Freeman, a freshman 
from Tuscaloosa, who 
submitted Captain 
Buckingham, and 
Caleb Hill, a sopho- 
more from North port, 
who submitted Captain 
Buc, were the winners. 

The five contest- 
ants to be the first 
Captain buc went 
through an interview 
on Monday and then 
performed a three- 
minute skit in front of 
the student body and 
two judges on 
Tuesday. 

The interview por- 
tion accounted for 35 
percent of their score, 
while the skit scoring 
was divided into the 
categories of creativity, 
enthusiasm, crowd 
appeal and prop usage 
for the remaining 65 



percent. 

One minute of the 
three-minute skit was 
required to be the new 
Shehon State RghtPj 
song titled "Hey, Hev. ' 
Shelton State." The 
atrium was filled wuth 
students, including the 
Shelton State cheer- 
leaders, dance team, 
and athletes while on- 
lookers crowded the 
second and third floor 
balconies to watch 
each performance. 

The judges' deci- 
sion was announced 
and Shane Cook, a 
graduate of Tuscaloosa 
County High and a 
Shelton State sopho- 
more, was named the 
first Captain 

Buckingham. 

Look for Captain 
Buc at upcoming ath- 
letic events and other 
college functions. 
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...Capt Buckingham 

Assistant Dean Susan Malum keeps one oftiie mascot 

contestants from losing his head. 



Bash again raises thousands for scholarships 
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Fun all begins with a silent auction. 

You can get almost anything you want at the silent auction out' 
side Shelton s restaurant. 



A record crowd of some 
350 Shelton supporters turned 
out Thursday evening. Sept 
1 8, for the college's unique, 
annual party. 

Billed "Bar-B-Que - Bash 
2003" the I6th annual (or 
solvent once again featured a 
tasty snack of puJled pork and 
trimmings followed by a main 
course of semi-serious bingo. 

Keeping the proceeding 
from getting too somber was 
the man referred to in the 
Tuscaloosa News as the 
"world's best bingo callers- 
Tommy Hester. The NBC bank 
boss once again kept the crowd 
loose and howling through 
games $50-500. 



But as the attendees well 
know, the fun doesn't begin at 
7 with bingo or even 6 p.m. 
with the food. The silent auc- 
tion is an annual favorite, as 
well. Items bid upon this year 
ranged from jewelry and paint- 
ings, to rounds of golf at both 
Ol' Colony and NorthRiver 
golf clubs and two 1989 autos, 
a Honda Accord and Crown 
Victoria. "Chef for a night" 
with Shelton's Neil Ravenna 
went for a heft} tag in the $200 
range. 

Of course bidders, no mat- 
ter the price tag, pay happily 
because all proceeds from the 
event go to the Shelton 
Foundation^ scholarship fund. 



The Courier 



•Name the cyber cafe contest 

•Diary of a soccer season 
•Q&A with tmpressario, Micheai Carr 
•Show off your creative side 
•And much more! 



' 
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Look for the sales, discount coupons and special notices in the Courier's ads. For advertising information, call 391-2278. 
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Off the Shelf... 



By Glen Johnson 




Matthew Pearl's first 
book The Dante Club 
rounds promising when you 
scan the fly leaf. It's 1865, 
and the Boston literary 
world (quite the self-con- 
tained little world in 1865) is 
all aflutter over the prospect 
of a new and unique book of 
poetry. 

Henry Wadsworth 

Longfellow, the preeminent 
popular American poet at the 
moment (and apparently 
progenitor of ail old tweed- 
bags everywhere, who 
whenever complimented on 
any of his poems gives the 
standard reply through a 
beatific smile "Oh, yes. That 
was President Lincoln's 
favorite poem. He told him- 
self. He used to resite it from 
memory/') is about to pub- 
lish his translation of 



Dante's The Divine Comedy. 
This is the first time Dante's 
work has been rendered into 
English (at least in America) 
and as mentioned earlier the 
poets and writers of Boston 
are beside themselves with 
anticipation. 

But not everyone is view 
ing this momentous event in 
a positive light. Dr. 
Augustus Manning, profes- 
sor of classical languages at 
Harvard as well as treasurer 
of the school's corporation, 
is aghast at the prospect. 
Viewing Italian, as well as 
all the other modern 
Romance languages for that 
matter, as degenerate chil- 
dren of noble Latin, he is 
joined in his protestations by 
a coterie of Boston 
Brahmins who see this ele- 
vated regard for the Italian 
language as an evil example 
to set before the immigrants 
who now are flooding into 
Boston and threatening to 
crowd the old families out. 
Never mind the fact that a 
sizable percentage of these 
immigrants can already read 
Mr. Dante's poetry in the 
original. 




Sometimes Tast rood 
fust Doeta t Make The Grade. 

Our famous att*you-can««*t bullet oottf aboct the 
same as a burger combo and lem than piss*, bat ft s 
packed with moats, potatoes, vegetables, cnsp salads 
sad jos. desserts! BarahiHs is groat iood and lots of 
choices at a groat pnco for ranch ox diaaex. Come m 
and taste for yourself. 

Wt v# got It! 



i 




Arsenic promises to be a 

oodtime 






A sip of wine, a splash of 
murder and tons of laughs 
make the perfect combination 
for an evening with the 
Brewster sisters in Theatre 
Tuscaloosa's production of 
Arsenic and Old Lace. 

The show opens 
Thursday Oct 2 at the Bean- 
Brow n Theatre on the campus 
of Shelton State Community 
College, 9500 Old| 
Greensboro Road in 
Tuscaloosa. 

Audiences were delight- 
fully surprised when Joseph 
Kesselring's now-classic farce 
opened on Broadway in 
August 1941. 

At a time when the New 
York theatre scene was satu-i 
rated with of socially-aware . . Photo/Micheai Carr 

dramas, Arsenic and Old Lace {-faying a poisonoushj good time in a screwball comedy are (L-R) 
was so well received that * Glenn Johnson as Doctor Einstien, Gary Wise as Jonathan 

ran for over three years before Bremter ^thy Wilson as Martha Brewster, Drew Baker as Abby 
being made into a highly sue- _ , * _ . .. . • D * 

cessful Frank Capra film star- Brewster and *"!> T ^ lor as M ^ Umer B ™* ter - 
ring Car} Grant. tion features many of the 



The Brewster sisters are 
anxious to help elderly gentle- 
men find a peaceful and final 
resting place, so the kindly sis- 
ters administer a lethal elder- 
hern wine and bury them in 
the cellar. 

Add to the madcap mix 
three nephews: one who 
thinks he's Teddy Roosevelt, 
one who bears an uneanm 
resemblance to Boris Karlofl 
and one who's engaged to a 
minister's daughter. 

loss in a pol iceman who 
thinks he's a play w right, sprin- 
kle w ith a few corpses and sou 
have the ingredients for one of 
the most hilarious and endur- 
ing comedies in American the- 
ater. 

Directed by Tina Fitch, 
Theatre Tuscaloosa's produc- 



area's most talented perform- 
ers. As the two "twisted sis- 
ters" - Abby and Martha - are 
Drew Baker and Kathy 
Wilson. 

Rounding out the Brewster 
clan are Charles Prosser. Ra\ 
Taylor and Gary Wise. Other 
cast members include Michael 
Sliger, Aaron Sherman, 
We scot t Youngson, Karen 
Kon/en. Bill Aldrid2e, Glen 
Johnson, Wheeler Kincaid and 
Rohn Rhode 

In addition to Fitch, the 
creative team tor Arsenic and 
Old lace includes scenic 
designer Christopher 

Dunham, costume designer 
Jeaneite Robertson, lighting 
designer Andy Hitch, sound 
designer Cynthia Miller, 
dialect coach Tiza Garland 



and stage manager Sara- 
Margaret Coker. 

Arsenic mid Old Lace will 
be presented Oct. 2 through 1 2 
at the Bean-Brown Theatre in 
the Sandra Hall Ray Fine Arts 
(enter on the campus of 

Shelton State Community 
College. Performances are 
schedule for 7:30 p.m. Oct. 2 
through 4; 2 p.m. on Oct. 5 
and 8; 7:30 p.m. on Oct. 10 
through II: with the closing 
performance on Oct. 12 at 
2:00 p.m. 

Ticket prices for the pro- 
duction are S 1 5 adults and $ 1 2 
for students and senior: 
Shelton State student tickets 
are $5 with a current student 
LD. card. Tickets ma_\ be pur- 
chased in person at the box 
office in the theatre lobby or 
bycalling 205-391-2277. 
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The Shelton State 
Courier is a campus 
newspaper, written and 
produced with the help of stu- 
dents. 

Among other functions, it 
is intended as a vehicle for stu- 
dent expression, and all stu- 
dents are urged to participate 
with submissions of written 
and artistic material. 

The college seeks to fulfill 
the statement for academic 



freedom in working with the 
students in the production of 
this paper. 

All publications are subject 
to review by the Publications 
Action Group, which has been 
delegated the responsiblility to 
review ail college publications 
for content and accuracy. 

The Courier is an equal 
opportunity employer and stu- 
dent organization. All students 
are encouraged to participate. 
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Tuscalcx)sa College and 



Career Expo Sept. 29 



Students from all over the 
West Alabama area will soon 
have the opportunity to 
explore the countless college 
and career options available to 
them at the Tuscaloosa 
College and Career Expo 
2003. 

Shelton Stale Community 

College and The University of 
Alabama, in conjunction with 
the Tuscaloosa City and 
Count} School Systems will 
host this interactive and 
informative fair for all area 
high school seniors on 
Monday. Sept. 29 from 8:30 
a.m. until 11:30 am. in the 
Umphrey Center on Shelton 
Slate's Martin Campus and 
the Coleman Coliseum on The 
University of Alabama 
Campus. 

Students will have the 
opportunity to speak with rep- 
resentatives from over 100 
different colleges and univer- 
sities throughout the nation 
during the College Pair por- 
tion of the event on The 
University of Alabama 
Campus. During their time on 
the Shelton State campus, stu- 
dents will receive information 
on their options at Shelton 
State. Shelton State basically 
offers two different tracks for 
students: transfer programs, 
which prepare students to 
move into bachelor's degree 
programs, and career technol- 
ogy programs, which prepare 
students to work immediately 
alter graduation. 

In addition to providing 
area seniors with general 
information about Shelton 
State, each of Shelton Stale's 
20 Career Technology divi- 
sions will host an information- 
al booth complete with repre- 
sentation from over 30 busi- 



nesses and industries from the 
West Alabama community. 

This combi nation will give 
students the opportunity to 
explore career options and 

investigate the training needed 
to obtain their career goals. 

"Our career technology 
programs train students for 
specific careers. When they 
come here, they spend lime in 
classrooms that mirror the 
workplace, working on real- 
world projects, with instruc- 
tors who have real experience 
in those areas. 

Training is available for 
those with nearly any interest, 
from cosmetology to weld- 
ing." said Steve Fair. Acting 
Associate Dean of Career 
Technology Services. 

'The workforce is contin- 
uing to grow and change on a 
dailv basis. Our desire is for 
the students of West Alabama 
to be well prepared to step into 
a rewarding career. 

S he I ton S tate '$ Career 
Technology programs offer 
the latest training on state of 
the art equipment and the 
Career Expo is a great way to 
introduce them to what we 
have to offer," said Rick 
Rogers, president 

"We are certainly fortunate 
to have such a wonderful 
working relationship with The 
University of Alabama. The 
cooperation between the two 
schools and with the local 
school systems allows area 
students to be exposed to 
many college and career 
options early on in their deci- 
sion making process. This 
type of exposure and knowl- 
edge of their opportunities 
really helps students to make 
their decisions on higher edu- 
cation," Rogers added. 



Show off your stuff 
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this year's Maxtvett's 
Crossing, the Slwlton 
State Courier's annual creative issue featuring 
fiction, poetry artwork, photographs, and all 
things creative. 

Submit vour work to the Shelton State 

J 

Courier, room 2319. This year's editor is Amy 
Oswalt and the assistant editor is Otha 
Gladnev-Isaac. 
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KAPPA INVITES YOU TO 
JOIN US FOR: 

Free Movie Night! 

Girl Interrupted 
starring Wynona Ryder and Angelina Jolie 



Thursday, Sept 25 @ 6 p.m. 
Alabama Power Recital Hall on the Martin Campus 



Free popcorn! 
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"Cyber Cafe" coming soon 



Shelton State is planning to open a cyber cafe on the sec- 
ond floor by the end of October. According to Chuck 
Boening, library systems officer and history instructor, the 
cafe will contain approximately 12 computers where stu- 
dents can take advantage of the word processing programs, 
get on the Internet or just listen to music. Boening also 
explained that Neil Ravenna, instructor of the commercial 
foods program and director of food service, will provide 
fcxxJ and Buffalo Rock will provide drinks. The plan for 
the ty pes of food provided w ill be items which are unavail- 
Photo/Brandon invert abe on the rest of the campus: such as pastries, muffins. 
Chuck Boenittg is looking for people to a™ 1 flavored coffees. Boening explained that students will 
give him a hmd (or two) tn naming the also be able to bring in their own food. So far in the plans, 
)teiv cyber cafe that xoill Ik located in the only cost to students other than food and drinks will be 
room 2423. 1 cents a page for printing. 




Students! Alumni! Lend us your ideas and win a $100 gift certificate to the 

Shelton State Bookstore! 

Shelton State Community College is looking for a name for our new Cyber Cafe, coming 
soon to Shelton State's Martin Campus, and we need your help. Give us your suggestion for 
the new name and if we choose your entry, you will receive a $100 gift certificate to the Shelton 
State Bookstore to spend on an) thing yon want! It's just that simple. 

You may gjve us your entry in one of two w ay s: 1 )You can go to 
http://w w 'w .sheltonsta^edu/lihrary and click on the "Cyber Care" Naming Contest" link, then e- 
mail the required information - name, status (i.e. Student or Alumnus), phone number, alternate 
contact information (e-mail address, home address, other phone number, etc.) and your suggest- 
ed Cyber Cafe name - to cboening'" sheltonstate.edu Or, 2)eomp!ete the form below and drop it 
in the "Cyber Cafe Naming Coolest" box at the Circulation Desk at either the Shelton State 
Library on the Martin Campus or the Fredd Campus Library on the C.A. Fredd Campus. All 
entries must be received by Midnight, Oct. 15. 2003. 

Entries will be accepted until Midnight, October 15. 2003. An\ entry received physically or 
by e-mail after that date and time will not be considered. A complete entry shall consist of the 
following information: 

A. Contestant name 

B. Contestant status (i.e. Student Alumnus) 

C. Contestant phone number 

D. Alternate contact information (e-mail address, home address, alternate phone number, 
etc.) 

E. Contestant's choice for Cvber Cafe name. 

Incomplete entries will be discarded and will NOT be coasidered. 

All entries shall be judged by a committee of Shelton State faculty and staff, if more than 
one person suggests the name that is chosen by the Committee, all names submitting the chosen 
entry will be drawn from, at random, to determine the w inner of the SI (X) gift certificate. This 

>ntest is open only to Shelton State students and alumni. All decisions are final and the winner 
may make no future claims on the selected name. 



r 
I 



Entry for the name the cyber cat eTomesT cutTTout and "turakln 



Name 



I 

[status: 

■Phone: __ 

■Alternate contact Inf •: 
'suggested Cafe name: 
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Diary of a soccer season 



By K.A. West 

Staff Writer 

With 1 1 games remaining, 
the Sheiton State women 
soccer team is hi time its stride. 
After a pair c£ tough K CS at 
home to Gordon and Darton 
during the opening neck of 
the season, the Lad> Buc 5- 
3 ) ha\ e gone 4- 1 si nee August 
31 and have outscored their 
opponents 20-3. 

During the run. Sheiton 
State played at I Vail River, a 

Mississippi powerhouse that 
handed the I^ad\ Bues an 8-0 
loss last season. 

Sheiton State returned the 
favor to the Wildcats bv beat- 
ing them 5-0 on their home 
field on Sept 16. 

Sophomore forward 

Megan Young scored her first 
career hat trick that included a 
beautiful chip shot over the 
onrushing Pearl River keeper. 
Sophomore goalkeeper Teresa 
Herring recorded her second 
consecutive shutout 

Freshmen midfielders 
Maria Lizcano and Erica 
Glidewell also scored, while 
freshman Krista McMillan 
dominated the midfield. 
Freshman Margaux Edington 
switched from her normal 
position at stopper to play 
marking back and shut down 
Ashley Chrisman, Pearl 
River's top scorer. 

Sheiton State hosts Hinds 
College on Sept 22 at 2 p.m. 
in a matchup that could be 
repeated at the region tourna- 
ment in November. 

The Lady Eagles went 17- 
1 last year and beat the Lady 
Bues 6-0 en route to their fifth 
straight state (Miss.) and 
region 23 championships. 

Sheiton State plays its next 
three games on the road and 



won't play again at home until 
Oct. 8. against Mississippi 
Gulf Coast at 1 p.m. 

On the road with the 
Sheiton State soccer team: 

On Sept. 7, the team 
embarked on our first road trip 
oi the tson to play at 
Andrew College in Cuthbert 
Ga. 

Sunday, 11 a.m. - 1 arrive 
at the campus in a record 13 
minutes, despite being stuck 
behind the world's slowest 
BMW driver. I'm the last one 
on the bus - I had forgotten 
about the first-come, first- 
serve policy for good bus 
seats. 

And pulling seniority is out 
of the question, especially 
since the freshmen outnumber 
the sophomores. 

11:15 am. - Lauren Adair, 
who is redshirting this season, 
drops off Sponge Bob 
Squarepants goody bags for 
the entire team. 

A couple of players polish 
off everything in the bag 
before we even leave the park- 
ing lot 

11:30 a.m. - As we start to 
roll out right on schedule. 
Coach warns us to avoid tak- 
ing any Dramamine and to let 
her know when we need a 
bathroom break. 

11:31 a.m. - Bathroom 
break No. 1 . 

12:33 p.m. - Like many 
people on the bus, midfielder 
Dottie Sloan is already fast 
asleep. However, she is the 
only one with her mouth wide 
open and a shiny blue sleep 
mask strapped to her face. 

1:10 p.m. - Bathroom 
break No. 2. 

1:20 p.m. - First time 
someone asks, "How much 
longer?" We've been on the 
road less than two hours. 



1:45 p.m. 

- While we 
were driving 
through 
Montgomery, 
a girl in a blue 
car pulls up 
alongside the 
bus and 

honks. My 
seatmate. 
D r e a m a 
Jones, pointed 
out that the 

driver is 

Emily Todd, 
an Auburn- 
Montgomery 
soccer player 
who went to 

high school 
with Lauren 
and Brooklyn 
l^ewis. 




■ 



Photo/Jason Cot I ins 

a Sophomore midfielder Jana Green sends a pass doxvnfield during a home game early 
freshman mid- in the season. 



fielder. 

Brooke promptly stuck her 

head out the window and held 

a conversation with Emily at 

the red light. It's a small 

world... 

2:35 p.m. - Bathroom 
break No. 3. After several 
players have already stamped- 
ed off the bus, we realize that 
the gas station is closed. 

One of the freshmen looks 
kind of sick, so I'm hoping 
there's another station nearby. 

3:05 p.m. - Bathroom 
break No. 3, part two. Where I 
come from, you can't go more 
than a mile without passing 
either a gas station or a church. 

4:43 p.m. ET - We arrive 
at Andrew College with plenty 
of time until the game starts at 
7 p.m. ET. After already 
watching Remember the 
Titans and the tape of the game 
we won against AC last 
Sunday, we watched some 
footage of the U.S. women's 



team. 

6 p.m. ET - The field 
seems to have extra width, but 
shorter length than most fields. 
The grass is very thick, so 
unless the ball was kicked hard 
("with good pace"), it would 
roll several feet and just stop. 

7 p.m,-9 p.m. ET - We 
probably played our worst first 
half this season. The weather 
was nice and cool, but we did- 
n't adjust to the field or gain 
possession enough, which we 
call "winning the 50/50 balls." 
Coach was not pleased, and 
she let us know it during half- 
time. 

So in the second half, the 
team stepped it up and got a 
couple of goals, a yellow card 
and a lot of motivation for next 
year's match-ups with Andrew 
after losing at their place 5-2. 

9:35 p.m. - All 26 of us 
invade either McDonald's or 
Subway in some place called 
Union Springs. The Subway 



lady saw us coming and turned 
off the sign light as if the store 
was closing, but Coach hops 
off the bus and walks in. any- 
way. Turns out the store does- 
n't close until 10 p.m. 

10:05 p.m. - As we wait 
for the bus, a few players swap 
beauty pageant stories. That's a 
step up from our usual bath- 
room topics. 

10:10 p.m. - We hit the 
highway again and finish off 
two comedies, plus half of Top 
Gun. 

By this time, most of the 
team is wishing they'd brought 
blankets. The chilliness is 
much belter than no air condi- 
tioning at all, which is what 
happened to us during one trip 
last season. 

Monday, 1:30 a.m. - Our 
first road trip is officially over. 
Good news: Coach gives us 
the day off from practice. 

Bad news: Classes start in 
six hours. 



r 




9730-A Hwy 69 
South 

Tuscaloosa, AL 
205-248-0446 
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Fund raising opportunities available | 

Contact Gary Vaughn — Vice President of Operations j 

1-888-482-8446 



*a> 






Director of Operations — Rodney Spanr 
Campus Manager — Gloria McFadden 

For all catering needs call 205-248-0446 
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Contact U«MS 
(Calor and Clear) 

Tommy FtUfifer * Ralph Ijmrrn *Qdvin 

Mootta? & Tttctd*} . *: 3* *. m . ■ 
Wca«Mte> 9:30 turn. - t p.m. 
f%ur»dftt & Fridw fcjft «.». - i 
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Mars ton C. Martin O. 
344-51 It 
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A cooperative effort with Shelton State 

Discover the 





lege 




October 



December 




February 



June 



July 



"If you've seen a Theatre Tuscaloosa production you don't 
really need to ask - its the best entertainment value in town!" 





The Complete Hisforv 
ofAmcrif 



(abridged) 



7 wouldn't miss this season 
for any reason" 

Janet Moore 

Partner 
Jamison. Money, Farmer & 

Co. 



Johnnie Aycock 

Executive Director 
Tuscaloosa Chamber of Commerce 



"Like Shelton State, 
Theatre Tuscaloosa is 
about results. . . they 
always deliver" 

Sandra Hall-Ray 

7th District 

Representative, 

State Board of Education 





7 thought I was in New York when I saw last season's Peter 
Pan, Lost in Yonkers and Christmas Pageant ...I'm 
guaranteeing my seat this season" 



Camille Cochrane 

Dean of Instruction 
Shelton State 




Subscriber Options and Benefits: 

BlQQest Savings! By subscribing, you save as much as $10 over the single ticket prices 

Opening Night Parties! Subscribers are invited to attend our Thursday Opening Night party with 
the cast and crew immediately following the performance. Even if you're not an opening night subscriber, 
drop by after the performance or exchange your tickets! 

Easy Ticket Exchange! Simply call the box office 24 hours before your scheduled show to 
exchange your tickets for another performance. 

Advance Purchase Option! Subscribers may purchase additional tickets for A Christmas Story 
and Annie before they go on sale to the general public - two shows that could well be sell-outs! 

Best Seats! Reserved seat subscribers always get the best seats in the house. 

Lost Ticket Insurance! Misplaced your tickets? Don't worry. Just call the box office before your 
scheduled performance and we'll gladly reprint them for you. 



7Ve had season tickets 
for years" 

Glen Johnson 

Librarian-Scholar-Actor 
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Q&A with Micheal Carr: drama impressario 




Photo/Brandon Loveit 

Micheal Carr reminisences in his theatre 
department office. 

Third in a series 
of interviews 

with the 
people who 

make 
Shelton the 



community 

college 

of the arts in 

Alabama 



Interviewed 

By 

Alaine 

Huntington 

staff writer 

Michael Carr, 
born in 

Sunderland, 
England, immi- 
grated to the U.S. 
in 1978. with his 
parents. 

A man who 
always looks 
towards the 
future, Carr said 
he has enjoyed 
being in the per- 
forming arts for 
25 years. Carr has 
been at Shelton since May of 
1997 and according to Lisa 
Bordelon. "Michael broadens 
your horizons, and tries to 
make you the best actor he 
knows you can be." 

Unknown to many. Carr 
was a successful hairstylist, 
owning his own salon, 
"Michaels" in Tuscaloosa, for 
nine years. 

"Hairstyling gave me the 
best of both worlds, I was able 
to act and make monev cutting 



hair." 

His favorite occupation, 
before becoming an acting 
teacher, was his job as a mer- 
chandise stocker. 

"I can't have back the free- 
dom of youth and working a 
nine to three job was a fun 
period in my life." 

Carr obtained his bac- 
calaureate of arts degree, in 
theatre, in 1991 at the 
University of Alabama 

Carr in 1997, received his 
master of fine arts, in direct- 
ing, at Uj\. 

The Courier has managed 
to interview the industrious 
( arr in his office on one of his 
normal busy days. 

What caused you to 
become an acting teacher? 

Theatre itself. Teaching 
was part of the job. Teaching is 
"not my calling, but is part of 
my larger plan." 

We have heard you speak 
highly of your acting ^u- 
dents. What qualities do you 
And most admirable in 
them? 

Their commitment, basic 
discipline, to show up, suit up, 
do what they are supposed to 
do and make it look good. It is 



rare to find students actually 
driven towards teaching or 
performing. 

Do you think there is a 



more stable life in being an 
acting teacher or a per- 
former? 

There isn't a high demand 
for drama teachers, if you 
were an English teacher who 
also taught drama, then you 
might get somewhere. Finding 
a job teaching is much harder 
than performing. 

Did you ever want to 
become a professional per- 
former? 

The idea was appealing; I 
was driven towards the more 
organizational aspects of it and 
didn't feel the need to per- 
form. 

Acting was a hobby and it 
was fun to do, but I enjoy 
directing so much more. 

I've been a professional 
performer in 1 2 plav s that var- 
ied from touring shows to 
small parts in regional theatre, 
nothing really to write home 
about No commercials. 

1 could Ve made a living at 
it, 1 just wasn't wanting to 
accept the lifestyle. I've never 
stopped participating in 



shows, every year I have done 
at least two. 

What is the relationship 
between Theatre Tuscaloosa 
and the Shelton State 
Theatre Department? 

In 1978 TAT and Shelton 
State Community College 
formed a partnership; SSCC 
hired a theatre faculty member 
who taught theatre and served 
as artistic director for T/T. 

Theatre students assisted at 
T/T receiving hands on train- 
ing in theatre production. 
Because there wasn't a theatre 
at the old Shelton campus all 
performances were held at the 
Bama theatre. 

Over the next 20 years TT 
and SSCC grew resulting in 
the construction of the Bean 
Brown Theatre. With the 
opening of the Martin campus 
the two organizations were 
finally under the same roof. 

All T/T productions were 
now performed at the Bean 
Brown Theatre and the 
Theatre Department season 
was initiated. Over the past 
six years SSTD has produced 
two* shows a year specifically 

See Carr, Page 7 



Find Out 



Hour 



Take Afrotc Class - AFS 230 03 

Wednesdays at 9 a.m 

No obligation •Scholarships Available ^ 

For additional information 
Unit Admissions Officer 

(205) 348-5900 

afrotc@rosie. aatan. ua. ed 
www.bama. ua. edu/~afrotc 
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Carr 

From Page 7 

for Shellon students, staff and 
faculty. T/T continues to pro- 
duce five main stage shows 
each year along with numer- 
ous special events typified by 
the Alabama Stage and Screen 
Hall of Fame Gala, held annu- 
al!) on the second Saturday of 
March. 

Has becoming the artis- 
tic director of Theatre 
Tuscaloosa as well the the- 
atre department chairman 
placed more pressure upon 
you? 

No. I love it. Being the full 
time chairman, I am responsi- 
ble for two organizations, but 
on the other hand it is just one 
organization. 

It is my job to know when 
the two are symbiotic, and the 
different needs compliment 
each other. I enjoy the respon- 
sibility. 

What is life like for 
Michael Carr, from a pro- 
fessional perspective? 

1 teach acting techniques 
one and two, theatre apprecia- 
tion, stage make up and I 
teach individual studies. 

I also develop outreach 

and educational programs as 

well as being a recruiter for 
prospective students who plan 
to major in theatre. 



For Theatre Tuscaloosa, 1 
work with three colleagues 
and I'm responsible for total 
theatre operations for the 
Bean Brown Theatre, which is 
a $4.5 million facility. We pro- 
duce 1 5 to 20 events per sea- 
son for an audience of over 
25.000 patrons. 

Do you have any advice 
for any aspiring actors or 
students in general? 

If you wish to be an actor 
get in community theatre. 
There are always opportuni- 
ties in music videos, cable tel- 
evision, theme parks, 
among others. 

Hone vour own skills. 
Don't wait for someone else to 
come along and tell you that 
you have talent It's all about 
performing. 

You have to test whether 
acting is the thing for you. If 
you want to act, 
audition. 

A serious actor has to be 
ready to work whenever an 
opportunity arises. Don't 
worry about the mold. 

m 

There is no mold, you 
have to have drive and pas- 
sion, you have to have some- 
thing the public wants. 

Always try hard in every- 
thing you do, don't play 
around because there is 
always someone around the 
corner ready to eat you alive. 



Smoke-free 

From page 1 

long process because accord- 
ing to Steve Averett head of 
maintenance, Humphrey Lee, 
Dean of Students, is only at 
the starting point by taking 
surveys from other schools U > 
see how they are going about 
developing a smoke-free cam- 
pus. 

Besides the act that was 
passed, there are several other 
reasons the staff at Shelton is 
pushing for this idea. 

According to the site 
casacolumbia.org, "almost 
one-fourth of college students 
smoke cigarettes, more than 
half on a daily basis", there- 
fore, "smoke-free campuses 
can be a powerful tool in the 
ongoing effort to encourage 
healthy lifestyles" 

Considering, smoke- 
freecampus.org suggests that 
it is easy for students who are 
occasional smokers to become 
addicted in an atmosphere that 
allows smoking freely. 

The question many might 
ask is, what would a smoke- 



free campus require? 
According to 

casacolumbia.org, smoking 
would be prohibited in all 
areas and would apply fairly to 
students, faculty, and staff. 

Also, the site believes that 
enforcement shouldn't be too 
harsh, but it should involve 
security to guarantee compli- 
ance, and if a penalty is part of 
the policy, it should be reason- 
able. 

As of right now, Shelton 
doesn't have a penally 
Students seem to have mixed 
views about the whole item. 
Some think it's a great idea to 
have a smoke-free campus, 
some hate the idea, while oth- 
ers don't have an opinion, but 
wonder if it would ever really 
work. 

"It would make the school 
cleaner and nicer, but it does- 
n't seem possible because 
there are too many smokers. 
Having designated spots 
seems like the only answer."' 
said sophomore Meaghan 
Hall. 

The staff at Shelton is con- 
sidering all the arguments by 
putting much emphasis on 



studying and reviewing what 
other schools are doing to see 
what will work best 

They also believe that 
feedback from the students 
will be helpful in making the 
decision as well. 

According to casacolum- 
bia.org, one midwestem uni- 
versity examined the topic of 
smoking on campus, and they 
decided to first maintain des- 
ignated areas for smokers, and 
after two years, they would 
review the regulations to 
decide whether they should 
become totally smoke-free. 

This is an approach 
Shelton could possibly take. 

The goal is to decide 
whether or not a smoke-free 
campus will work, and if it is 
possible, there needs to be a 
way to maintain the policy. Of 
course, it would be the respon- 
sibility of everyone to comply 
with whatever decision is 
made. 

Ultimately, Shelton desires 
to go in a direction that will 
benefit the students and 
school. 



PTK speaker series begins Sept. 24 

Lt Col.Stephen Kaye will share his experience 
as a special operations officer in Afghanistan. 




Investing 




Your Future 




NatonalBankof Commerce 

Are you ready for more? 



fWC 
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CLAYMONT 



2602 Clavj brook Drive 

Call 553-7504 



Vulcan 



C 
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V-*oramic BatL 

Ventral Air fa I feat 

V^lose to evorij thing 

v^ozij 60 unit complex 

\wX>m (or table roomy interior 

v^apable (rienclK) on site management 

V^entrallij located in newlij renovated Alberta Citu 



mmmmmmmm 



near shopping, food. 



entertainment 



Dc.lv.ew Property LLC ' 7n-l7t!i St.. IWaloosa, AL 35401 345-4600 





G<#JCS i/ssttrtS 




YJS/i*') 

-New Poof, Rock Waterfall & Palm Trees! 

-Exercise Room & 2nd Pool 

- 1,2, & 3 Bedroom Luxury Townhomes 

-free Tanning Beds 

-Really Nice Clubhouse 

-Monitored Security System 

-Gas Log Fireplaces 

-French Doors to Private Balcony 

& Private Patio 
-FuHy Equipped Kitchens with built-in 

Microwaves, Dishwashers & Disposal \ 
-Spacious WalkirvCiosets 
-Friendly, Responsive Staff 
-24 hour Emergency maintenance 
-Special Extra Tall 9 Foot Ceilings 

(205) 554-1977 

3201 Hargrova Road East 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35405 
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Oversized 

Bedrooms 
Two Full Baths 

Pool with large Sun deck 
Near University Ma 

From $825 





+ 








I60D Veteran's Memorial Parkway 



